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I

s there any more beloved ship in the world?
During grandpa’s day the Queen Mary represented the pride of a nation as

Britain strove to build the biggest, fastest, and most elegant ship the world had
ever seen (although the French put up a good fight with the Normandie).
During World War II the Mary and new sister Queen Elizabeth became the first

ships many young Americans had ever sailed on during heroic troopship duties across the
North Atlantic. Sir Winston Churchill famously said that the two Queens cut a year off the
war because they could transport up to 16,000 G.I.s in one voyage.
During your parents’ day sailing on the QM represented the dream of a lifetime – a ship
where you could rub shoulders with celebrities, movie stars, and the plain old rich. Provided
of course you sailed in First Class. But insiders knew the bars down in Tourist Class were
far livelier without the stuffiness of upper crust passengers.
During our day the ship became passé, often sailing with just a few hundred passengers
rattling around the echoing Deco halls. It must have been a surprise to Cunard that when
they announced the Mary’s retirement for late 1967 the ship became popular again. Liner
fans filled her final crossings and more than a thousand sailed a marathon forty-day journey
from Southampton around Cape Horn and up the Pacific Coast to her new home in Long
Beach, California.
Although the ship’s forty-nine years in retirement haven’t been easy, generations of new
ship enthusiasts continue to fall in love with the Queen Mary. It is estimated that 50 million
people have visited the ship in Long Beach, making her far and away the most popular ship
the world has ever seen.
In the following twenty images we trace the history of the Queen Mary from John Brown’s
Shipyard in Scotland to sailing into retirement. The photos are graciously sponsored by our
friends and supporters.
We at the Steamship Historical Society of America are proud to honor tonight the RMS
Queen Mary as she reaches age eighty. But she’s not the only octogenarian in the room.
SSHSA also just turned eighty. Here’s to another eight decades for both of us!

The hull takes shape in early 1934.
n Image sponsored by Anonymous.
“Best wishes to octogenarians Queen Mary
and SSHSA from a friend in Canada.”

“He loved SSHSA
and the Queen
Mary.”

n Image sponsored
by The Hamma
Family.

“World’s Largest
Propeller” on
display.

“In support of
training a new
generation at the
New England
Institute of
Technology’s
Shipbuilding
and Advanced
Manufacturing
Institute.”

n Image sponsored
by Frank Mauran
& Keith Lewis.

Launched by
the Queen on
September 26,
1934.

“Browse the ocean
liner collections at
digital.wolfsonian.
org; or examine the
materials personally
by appointment at
frank@thewolf.fiu.
edu.”

n Image sponsored
by Wolfsonian
Museum.

Shipyard workers
painting the
letters and hull.

“At Mary’s launch,
Cunard’s Board
Chair stated, ‘We
built the smallest
and slowest ship we
could…’,[to meet the
competition].”

n Image sponsored
by Nicholas
Langhart.

Queen Mary
compared with
famous structures.

“Best 80th birthday
wishes from www.
midshipcentury.com.”

n Image sponsored
by Peter Knego.

Crowds watch the
ship maneuver
down the Clyde
River after leaving
the shipyard.

“‘God Save The
Queen’ – and so He
did! Congratulations
from miottelcollection.
com & resident
Normandie fan.”

n Image sponsored
by John Miottel.

Triumphant
maiden arrival
in New York on
June 1, 1936.

Workers scrub the propellers in the
King George V graving dock.

n Image sponsored by Martin Cox.
“As a wee Southampton lad, I used to look
upon her in that graving dock. Congratulations
SSHSA www.maritimematters.com.”

Stewards vacuum the First Class Lounge.

n Image sponsored by William Donnell.
“Visit SSHSA’s new Ship History Center for a
behind-the-scenes look at life on the high seas.”

Queen Mary’s First Class Dining Saloon.

n Image sponsored by Jack Cox & Murray Kilgour
“Proud sponsors of the SSHSA online Image Porthole
where 1,000s of ship photos await your viewing.”

The Queen Mary’s bell hops.

n Image sponsored by Nautiques.
“And they grew up to be collectors who shop at
www.nautiques.net.”

“Wishing fair
winds and
following seas
for another 80
years.”

n Image
sponsored by
Mark Perry.

Art Deco
splendor –
First Class
Observation
Lounge.

generations.”

“None of the
great liners
exceeded the
Mary’s length
by more than
a few feet; she
proudly set the
standard for

n Image
sponsored by
Terry Tilton
& James
Shuttleworth

March 1940
– the world’s
three largest
liners meet in
New York for
the first and
only time.

“In honor of
the Posner
Maritime
Collection
& SSHSA
Virtual
Museum.”

n Image
sponsored by
The Family
of Helen
& Henry
Posner, Jr.

A deluxe First
Class cabin.

“In recognition
of SSHSA’s
chapters and
thousands of
members across
the globe.”

n Image
sponsored
by Gabriel
Caprio, Jeff
Macklin &
John Morgan

American
soldiers
line up for
chow on the
troopship
Queen Mary.

“Ship history
brought alive by
the hard-working
staff at SSHSA.”

n Image
sponsored
by Arthur
Ferguson &
H. F. “Gerry”
Lenfest.

16,000 troops
packed
onboard the
Queen Mary.

“See Oceanliners:
Glamour, Speed,
& Style at the
Peabody Essex
Museum May 20,
2017-October 15,
2017 and Victoria
& Albert Museum
in London January
27, 2018-June 3,
2018.”

n Image sponsored
by Peabody Essex
Museum.

Arrivals and
departures were
gala events.

“Proud producers
of SSHSA’s
PowerShips
Magazine. Best
wishes to Queen
Mary and
SSHSA for 80
more years.”

n Image sponsored
by Cornerstone
Media.

A New York
arrival in the
1950s during
the ship’s
heyday.

The Verandah Grill was
the place to be seen.

“Cunard is proud to support the Steamship Historical
Society of America’s Ocean Liner Dinner and the 80th
Anniversary of RMS Queen Mary.”

n Image sponsored by Cunard Line.

““80 years old and
going strong – www.
queenmary.com”

n Image sponsored by
Rebecca Simmons,
Executive Assistant,
Hotel Queen Mary.

December 9,
1967 – the Queen
Mary arrives at
Long Beach for
retirement.

The

QUEEN & I

by Everette Hoard, Honorary Commodore of the Queen Mary

A

round my fourth birthday,

I started work

I remember the day a set of World Book

in a retail shop

Encyclopedias arrived. Dad opened up the

onboard the Queen

‘S’ volume to the section on ships. The first

Mary not long

picture was of a fine broadside view of the Queen Elizabeth.
In the foreground at the water’s edge was a little boy

after. I never left.
My association

floating his toy ship with this massive ocean liner in the

with the ship has

background. My heart fluttered with inexplicable wonder.

touched every part of my life over the last 35 years. I met the

I saw myself as that lad. We turned the page and came

ship’s final master, Captain Treasure Jones, at a celebration

upon a cut away of the Queen Mary showing a cross section

onboard. He and his wife, Belle, invited me to visit them at

of the great ship’s interior.

their home in England. I saved every penny and went the

I could not leave that book alone, taking it to bed every

following October. The Captain took me under his wing

night and falling asleep next to it. When I was 5 or 6, the

and introduced me to several other Captains of the Queens

local librarian ordered a book about the Queen Mary on

including Commodore Geoffrey Marr, the last Captain of the

my behalf. I checked it out over and over; finally ending

Queen Elizabeth.

up with so many overdue fees she gave it to me for my 7th
birthday and paid the fees.
Ultimately the Queen Elizabeth was destroyed by an act of

Captain Jones made sure that I would meet other Cunard
captains that were still on the job as masters of the Queen
Elizabeth 2. With his connections I would spend many visits

arson in Hong Kong in 1972 and for a long time I was a very

onboard QE2 when she visited Los Angeles, New York, and

sad child. But in spite of this devastating loss as an 11 year old,

Southampton.

how could I know of the wonders that lay in my future?
Life moved on until September 1980 when my dad came

I have now logged thousands of nautical miles in the
Cunard Queens of the modern fleet including the glorious

home from work one day and said “Son, I have saved up

Queen Mary 2. I have been able to observe first hand how a

some money. How would you like to take a drive out to

great ship is handled both in mid-ocean and during docking

California and stay on the Queen Mary?” And over the

and am so fortunate to have been allowed such privilege to

Thanksgiving holidays we did just that.

be on the navigation bridge by their captains.

We arrived in the evening glow, and the Queen Mary was a

In 2011 I was invited by the attractions side of the

stunning beauty and vibrant with life. Tears came to my eyes

Hotel Queen Mary to become Commodore of the ship,

as I looked up at her. I walked the decks all night ingesting

acting as a good will ambassador to visitors and special

every detail of the vessel. We stayed a week; I bought so

organizations such as SSHSA.

much stuff that the car was riding low in the behind.
A couple of months later, Dad decided to resign from the
Post Office after 30 years. “Son we’re moving to California!”
he said. A month later we were in Long Beach.

My job as Commodore is better than anything that I could
have fathomed. I never take the Queen Mary or my position
for granted. As with life itself, every day is precious.
Long Live the Queen!

Graphic design of the Ocean Liner Dinner Commemorative Program donated by Cornerstone Media, Inc.

The Mission of the Steamship
Historical Society of America is to
record, preserve, and disseminate the
history of engine-powered vessels.
What Makes SSHSA Different?

I

n 1935 seven steamship historians and collectors formed the
Steamship Historical Society of America as a means of bringing
together amateur and professional historians interested in the history
and development of steam navigation, past and present.
Today SSHSA stewards a collection of hundreds of thousands of
images, artifacts, periodicals, artwork, official records, memorabilia, and
ephemera archived in more than 100 collections and devoted exclusively to
the history of engine-powered vessels, their passengers and crew. SSHSA also
publishes the quarterly magazine PowerShips and has taken on the role of
conservationist through our digital conservation project, the Image Porthole.
Our members include maritime collectors and artists, current and former
crew members, historians and students, genealogists, scuba divers, cruise
travelers, ship engineers and architects, and maritime history enthusiasts.
SSHSA holds non-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt status and remains the oldest
and largest organization of its kind in the world. SSHSA is a vital source
and authority of the nautical and maritime history of engine-powered
vessels, from the earliest steam-powered ships to modern ocean liners.
Join the thousands of maritime enthusiasts who prize their memberships in
the Steamship Historical Society of America.

Visit our website at www.sshsa.org
2500 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886

