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A Generous Philadelphia
Philanthropist Enables the

SS United States Conservancy
to Purchase the Record-
Holding Ship & Develop a
Plan for Her Future

T HAS BEEN MORE THAN FOUR DECADES
since her mighty engines propelled the legendary
liner United States through the seas and she has been
out of service more than twice as long as she was
in service. In that time since her lay-up in 1969, a
number of proposals for returning her to service have come and
gone, and the faded record-breaker continued her lonely existence
tied up at one unused pier or another in several ports. Earlier this
year the scrap merchants came to look her over and submit bids

and the outlook appeared grim.

W (above) In this vintage
publicity photograph,
passengers bid New York
a festwe “bon voyage!”
Mark Perry Collec-

tion. (lefi) The United
States awaits a better
Juture in Philadelphia.

Photo courtesy of Patrick
Genting Hong Kong, and maintain Murphy.

her at her current dock in Philadel-

Thank You Mr. Lenfest

BuT THANKS TO PHILADELPHIA PHI-
lanthropist H.E (Gerry) Lenfest the
ship has won a reprieve. Lenfest has
agreed to provide up to $5.8 million
to allow the SS United States Con-
servancy to buy the ship from cur-
rent owners Norwegian Cruise Line/

phia for up to 20 months while plans for her redevelopment and
refurbishing are completed.

THE CONSERVANCY announced that the Lenfest donation allows
it to enter into an exclusive purchase option agreement with the
current owners. Under terms of the purchase option the Conser-
vancy has until February 2011 to complete the title transfer and

take possession.

PowerShips
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W Fussengers enjoy shipboard

life in this vintage United States Thanks Also to Norwegian/Genting
Lines publicity shot. Mark Perry

Collection. (below) Today, the
sun-bleached upper decks are
paint-peeled and rusting. Photo
courtesy Big Ship Films.

“MR. LENFEST’S VISION AND GENEROSITY GIVE US A FIGHTING
chance to preserve the SS United States for generations to come.
We also want to recognize the support of Norwegian/Genting.
They listed the ship for sale in early 2009 and turned down higher
offers to partner with us in this patriotic effort,” said Conservancy
President Susan Gibbs in a statement. She is the granddaughter
of William Francis Gibbs, who designed the ship.

UNDER THE CURRENT PLAN, the United States will not return to the
high seas. Instead, the Conservancy plans to create a public-private
partnership to own and operate the vessel as a stationary attraction.

“THE CONSERVANCY is very optimistic about the prospects for

successfully redeveloping the SS United States as a multi-purpose
stationary attraction on a large American waterfront,” Dan Mc-
Sweeney, Conservancy Executive Director, told PowerShips. “As we
move forward in claiming title to the ship, it’s with the recognition

that never before has a preservation group owned the vessel, so

our approach to repurposing the ship will be inherently different

from previous efforts.”

W The shup’s beautifully-designed
mud-century modern interiors are long

gone, having been completely gutted in

the early 1990s to remove asbestos.
Photos by Mark Perry Collection &
Big Ship Films.
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A Multitude of Options

NoOW THAT THE SHIP HAS WON A REPRIEVE, THE CONSERVANCY
1s moving ahead in talking with potential partners in Philadelphia,
New York, and elsewhere, about participating in the rebirth of
the vessel. The Conservancy points out that the 990-foot United
States has 550,000 square feet of available space and that she can
be configured in any number of ways, since her original interiors
were removed in the 1990s. It foresees a number of uses, including
restaurants, retail facilities, entertainment outlets, and museums.
““THE FACT that she’s been stripped offers an opportunity to redevel-

op the vessel in a way which makes her viable as a 21st Century multi-
purpose attraction,” McSweeney told PowerShips. “While preserving
and re-creating key areas of the ship, we can also introduce new de-
sign features and amenities that refer to her legacy but allow for viable
business operations to emerge. Another benefit of her being stripped
1s the fact that the vast majority of hazardous materials aboard the
ship have been removed. Really, we’re talking about the best example
of a blank slate an architect-development team could wish for.”

MCcSwEENEY acknowledged that “though her paint is fading and
she’s rough around the edges, she’s still in terrific shape structur-
ally and her beauty is quite evident.” He called her a “national
icon” and promised that she will be returned to a “much-deserved
place of dignity that highlights her essence. It won’t be quick and
it won’t be easy, but it will happen.”

THE UNITED STATES, partly subsidized by the federal govern-
ment so she could be used as a troop transport, entered United
States Lines’ transatlantic service in 1952 and operated there
and on cruises for 17 years before being laid up for economic
reasons. She has changed hands several times since then and sev-
eral highly publicized proposals for returning her to service as a

W (at top) In spite of her
weathered appearance the
United States s structur-
ally sound. Her decks await

modernized cruise ship came to naught. She has been berthed
in Philadelphia at Pier 82 since 1996 following the removal of
much of her interior overseas.

a new generation of patrons.

Photos courtesy Big Ship

Films. (below) One of her

| masswe propellors sits on the
Jantal. Photo courtesy of

Patrick Murphy.

Possible Locations

MCSWEENEY TOLD POWERSHIPS HIS ORGANIZATION IS LOOKING
at possible sites for the ship in New York and Philadelphia, as
well as Miami. “We’re striking a balance between considering the

options broadly and understanding the requirement to develop a
spectfic vision in a specific place,” he said. “It’s a dynamic process
but our team is up to the challenge.”

IN NOTING the widespread support the Conservancy has received
over the years, McSweeney cited the Steamship Historical Society
of America, Inc. “SSHSA members have supported us strongly in
Philadelphia and New York and we appreciate it greatly,” he said.

PowerSHIPS will continue to monitor and report on develop-
ments surrounding the United States in the months ahead and is
planning a comprehensive article on her career at a later date. &,

I FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE S'S UNITED STATES VISIT
WWW.SSUNITEDSTATESCONSERVANCY.ORG
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Mary Powell
“Queen of the Hudson”

ARTIST WILLIAM G. MULLER
captures the Mary Powell, the
most famous of all Hudson River
steamboats, as it heads north
past Storm King Mountain on a
September evening in 1905.

THE MAaRy POWELL is presented
in a beautiful, limited edition
lithograph, signed and num-
bered by the artist.

IMAGE s1zE: 17 x 255"

$130.00 ptus $15.00 S&H

Steamboat Bill
Collector’s Binders

KEEP YOUR BACK COPIES of Steamboat
Bull organized, safe and accessible in the
official SSHSA Steamboat Bill binders.
Binders hold 6 or more issues.

$24.00 US each (mncludes shipping)

Discounts for purchase of 6 or more.
Shipping International add 33.00 each.

BRING BACK the
nautical charm
of traveling
with the SSHSA
Ships Happen Stack Bag™ designed in
the shape of a ship’s smoke stack.

MANUFACTURED in the USA exclusively for
SSHSA by The Canvas Lady®, the stack bag
1s designed especially for the marine environ-
ment, made of durable Sunbrella® fabric.

¢ 297 tall x 18” wide x 12” diameter.

$75.00 US (includes shipping)
Shipping International add $20.00.

A HANDSOME CLASSIC ball cap made from
100% brushed cotton twill with adjustable
closure to ensure good fit. Available with
the SSHSA traditional paddle graphic or the
SSHSA signature stack logo (available in
black only).

$15.00 US (includes shipping)
Shipping International add $10.00.
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TO ORDER CALL...

(401) 274-0865

Olympic

IT’s 1930, SOFT LIGHTS FROM THE
elegant interior hint at the excitement and
anticipation within, as a harbor steam
tug, dwarfed by the overwhelming size of
the White Star liner; Olympic, nudges her
charge and the Fall River Line steamer
Commonwealth rounds the battery on
schedule to Fall River, Massachusetts.

AN ELEGANT LIMITED-EDITION lithograph,
printed on 100% rag paper, signed and
numbered by the renowned maritime
history artist, William G. Muller.

IMAGE siIzE: 16” x 25”

$130.00 ptus $15.00 S&H

SA Book Store

by Edward A. Mueller

Queen Of The Sea
Routes: Merchants &
Maners Transportation Co.

MUELLER, Florida’s first secretary of

transportation and executive director

Night Boat On
"The Potomac

by Harry Jones, Tumothy Jones
Edited by Edwin L. Dunbaugh & John
H. Shaum, Fr.

HAaRrRy JoNEs, considered the ultimate au-

of the Jacksonville Florida Maritime Museum provides a richly thority on Potomac River steamboats, will capture your attention
illustrated panorama of the ships, cargoes and lifestyles in the and take you on a nostalgic overnight trip from Washington, D.C.
costal steamer trade aboard the Baltimore-Boston and Balti- to Old Point Comfort and Norfolk, Virginia on the Norfolk and

more Jacksonville passenger runs.

ILLUSTRATED with 177 photographs, deck plans and advertise-

Washington Steamboat Company line whose last vessel, District of
Columbia, was America’s last overnight steamboat.

ments, this is a special treat and a ‘must read’ for liner buffs of JonEs ALso covERs the dramatic World War IT service of the

the classic era of steam.

194 PacEes, Hardcover; ISBN: 1-930098-00-6
$37.50 ptus $8.50 S&H

PowerShips

company’s steamers, Northland and Southland in this well written,
lavishly illustrated history of a bygone day:.

117 Pacgs, Hardcover; ISBN: 0-913423-08-4
$38.00 ptus $8.50 S&H

To Order... GALL (401) 274-0805
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Interested In
Ship History?

JOI The St_eamshlp Historical

Socnety ofAmerica

Member Benefits Include

* MEMBERS RECEIVE (e official SSHSA
newsletters and the quarterly magazine—
PowerShips. This prestigious, full color

IN 1935, AMATEUR AND PROFESSIONAL HISTORIANS

mterested in the history of the engine-powered vessels that forever changed the world of
travel and commerce formed The Steamship Historical Society of America (SSHSA).

With the invention of steam-powered ships, people were able to establish and main- publication isn’t just another maritime history
tain reliable schedules and transport people and materials economically. Maritime magazine .. .1t 1s the ship history magazine.
navigation moved from wind to power — steam, petroleum and nuclear power. » ACGESS to more than 60,000 historic

Today, with extensive collections of maritime photos, periodicals, artwork, official digitized maritime photographs.
records, memorabilia and ephemera, SSHSA, a tax-exempt educational organiza- * DISCOUNTS on special cruises, confer-
tion, is the oldest and largest organization of its kind in the world. ences, research, photos, museum visits and

memberships to affiliated organizations.

* MEMBERS ENJOY special nautical events
and programs at the SSHSA conferences
and meetings throughout the year.

JOIN THE THOUSANDS of maritime history enthusiasts who prize their

membership in the Steamship Historical Society of America.

SIGN UP TODAY! For more information, or to join

* OPPORTUNITY {0 network with peers at

SSHSA online, visit: Www.sshsa.org. local and regional chapter events.
Mr/Mrs/Ms Date__ /_ /
Address City State Zip
Phone ( ) E-Mail

Membership Type: D 1 Year Individual $50 D Family (Add $2 additional person) D 2 Year Individual Membership $95

(] Contributing ($75/year) [_] Sustaining ($100/year) [ Life ($2,500) [ Student ($30/year full time students) [_] Library $50/year
D Benefactor (more than $1,000 Please fill in amount)

Payment Enclosed: D Make Check payable to SSHSA Charge to: D VISA D MC D Discover

Account Number

Signature Exp. Date_ /___
Send To: SSHSA Membership Dept., 1029 Waterman Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914-1314 USA

THE STEAMSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA * 7 he Authority on Engine-Powered Vessels
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