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125-passenger combination ships Excalibur, 
Excambion, Exeter and Exochorda, and later the 
60-passenger, nuclear-powered Savannah. 
Export moved to Brooklyn in 1970 and 
thereafter Pier B saw less and less use. In 
the late 70s the super tanker Mobil Arctic was 
berthed there, but in temporary lay-up. 
By the 70s the once-teeming Hoboken 

waterfront was all but deserted. The piers 
and sheds were often locked tight, windows 
were broken and those long exteriors were 
fading and rusting with the changing 
climates. It seemed as if everyone – the 
dockers and the truckers and the seamen 
themselves – were gone. In ways it was like 
the deserted Hollywood set. “It was all 
falling apart, crumbling and very harsh 
and rustic,” recalled Hoboken resident 
Dennis Lally. “On summer afternoons [in 
the 1960s], we’d sometimes go down to the 
Ninth Street Pier, which was closed and 
abandoned, and swim off the docks. It was 
rough stuff then. The Hudson was very 
polluted and the tides and currents strong 
and dangerous. Many of the guys didn’t 
even have a bathing suit and so swam in 

cut-off jeans, underpants or with nothing 
at all. It all filled an afternoon – swimming 
and drinking beer and talking.”
these days there are few reminders 

along the Hoboken shore of those bygone 
days of Atlantic liners and festive receptions, 
of gala midnight sailings and passenger 
trains along River Street. The old, former 
German terminal buildings were pulled 
down in 1988-89. Parklands and luxury 
apartments and multi-storied office 
buildings took their place. By 2005 there 
was even further change: a press conference 
announced the building of a 25-story hotel, 

complete with luxury suites, health spa 
and computer center. Completed in 2009, 
it would cast its shadow on what was the 
Third Street pier – and where the likes of 
the German liners, President Wilson and 
countless Hoboken stevedores once were.
those earlier days along the Hoboken 

waterfront are now part of an increasingly 
distant memory, of a very different way 
of life, of different times. After filming, on 
that late summer afternoon in 1982, the 
German TV crew pondered the setting. 
They too felt the mood, the nostalgia, the 
sights and sounds of a different age. 
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