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Infrastructure package will invest 
billions in American ports, waterways 

With all eyes on the container shipping industry and reports that a 
supply chain backlog could 
upend the holiday season, 
U.S. government officials 
hope that funding 
earmarked in the new $1.2 
trillion infrastructure 
package can re-energize 
the nation’s ports. 

Reports out of 
Washington, D.C., say that 
the administration plans 
to begin work in the next 
couple of months on $4 billion worth of construction work at coastal 
ports, inland waterways and other U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-
eligible facilities. Another $3.4 billion in upgrades will be prioritized 
for obsolete inspection facilities that will make international trade 
more efficient through the northern and southern borders. 

In addition to physical upgrades, officials say they are working on 
standardizing data-sharing requirements for shipping lines, terminal 
operators, railroads, truckers, warehouses and cargo owners. This 
should help mitigate some of the delays and inefficiencies as cargo 
moves from one part of the supply chain to another. The U.S. Digital 
Service, Federal Maritime Commission, and the joint program office at 
the Department of Transportation will all take part in the effort. 

The infrastructure bill, which passed the Senate in August but was 
only recently approved by the House and signed into law, also sets 
aside $110 billion to repair roads and bridges; $65 billion to improve 
the nation's broadband infrastructure; $39 billion to modernize public 
transit; and $120 billion to upgrade electrical and water systems. 
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The Fall issue 
of PowerShips has landed 

Issue #319 of PowerShips magazine is on sale now, 
featuring the following stories: 

- Cruise Ships in Review 
- Lives of the Liners: The Last Empress 
- Ivaran Lines - A Norwegian Cross Trader 
- The History of Ocean Marine Insurance 

Whether you're new to SSHSA or your membership has 
lapsed, it's not too late to come on board! Sign up or 
renew today by clicking here or calling our headquarters 
at (401) 463-3570. Don't miss out! 

What you're missing on social 
media 

If you don’t follow us on social media, you may be 
missing out on a lot of exciting things going on at SSHSA. 
Click the icons and links below to check us out 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Tumblr and YouTube to 
stay up to date on all things #shiphistory. 

            

Photo: Aerial view of containers at the Port of Long Beach in California on Oct. 
16, 2021 (CBS Los Angeles). 

SSHSA exploring oral histories 
in new video series 

Thanks to a generous donation from longtime SSHSA member and 
former Board President Ted Scull, SSHSA is about to deliver a 
boatload of new video content to www.shiphistory.org. 

Scull, a retired educator, wanted to make a contribution that could 
impact the lives of the next generation through video. The resulting 
collaboration led to the creation of a new program called SHIPS: 
Ships, History, Influence, and 
Power Series that supplements 
lessons already available through 
our STEAMing into the Future 
educational program and creates 
the potential for new programs 
and enrichment activities for 
school children of all ages. 

We began the series with two 
videos on immigration. The first, an oral history with Brigitte Bentele, 
details what it was like as a child leaving post-war Germany. Brigitte 
and her family came to the U.S. because of her father’s job as an 
aeronautical engineer in 1956 on board the United States Lines’ 
SS United States. 

The second film is a dramatized account of a real-life Italian 
immigrant, Gerardo D’Amico, who traveled from Naples, Italy, to 
Providence, Rhode Island, on board the Fabre Line’s SS Madonna. 
The first-person narrative teaches viewers about the booming 
immigrant trade aboard steamships, the condition of steerage travel, 
nativism in America, the changing immigration laws, and how the 
companies responded by diversifying travel. 

You can view these two videos by visiting the immigration module on 
STEAMing Into The Future 
at https://shiphistory.org/themes/immigration. 

The next oral history in production is that of a Jewish refugee fleeing 
the German invasion of Czechoslovakia during World War II. The 
interviewee, who wishes to remain anonymous, was just five years old 
when he escaped with his family, which spent time in France before 
walking through Spain to reach Portugal, where they boarded 
the Nyassa to New York. He recalls, “Travel, for a child, was probably 
a relief from the pressure that you felt from the parents and believe 
me, by that point I already felt a lot of stress from my family,” he said. 
“I can’t say I wasn’t affected. Somehow, traveling as a child relieved 
the pressure somewhat.” 

https://www.sshsa.org/join/join_form.html
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U.S. cruising order to be 
voluntary beginning in 2022 

As cruise lines continue to resume operations at U.S. 
ports under guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the government has signalled 
that it plans to begin loosening its regulations at the 
beginning of next year. 

A complete ban on cruising following the initial outbreak 
of COVID-19 was replaced with a conditional sailing 
order in October 2020. This order laid out the steps that 
all companies had to take before they could operate in 
U.S. waters, including a test cruise to demonstrate that 
they were following proper safety measures and traveling 
with at least 95 percent of the customers vaccinated. 

The CDC allowed one more extension of the order – from 
November 1, 2021, to January 15, 2022 – but said that 
the program will become voluntary after that. More info 
is expected from the government as the date gets closer. 

Stay tuned for this one. It’s a very moving story! 

Can’t wait for more films? Visit our YouTube Channel 
at www.YouTube.com/c/ShipHistory to get your fix while you wait! 

Photo:  Brigitte Bentele talks with Education Director Aimee Bachari about her 
family's move from Germany to the United States after World War II (SSHSA 
video). 

Navy honors gay rights icon 
with latest ship 

More than 65 years after being forced to resign from the Navy because 
of his sexuality, Harvey Milk’s name will now serve as an inspiration 
for a new generation of cadets allowed to serve regardless of their 
orientation. 

Earlier this month, officials launched and christened the 
USNS Harvey Milk, the second in the John Lewis-class of fleet of 
replenishment oilers built to provide fuel to Navy ships at sea. Milk, a 
politician and human 
rights activist who became 
the first openly gay elected 
official in California, was 
given the choice to resign 
from the Navy in 1955 and 
accept an "other than 
honorable" discharge or 
face a court martial. 

Secretary of the Navy 
Carlos Del Toro said the 
naming was a 
commitment to current and future LGBTQ service members, and an 
attempt to right the wrongs of the past. It’s estimated that 100,000 
veterans have been discharged from the military because of their 
sexual orientation. 

"Leaders like Harvey Milk taught us that diversity of backgrounds and 
experiences help contribute to the strength and resolve of our nation," 
Del Toro said in a press release. "There is no doubt that the future 
sailors aboard this ship will be inspired by Milk's life and legacy." 

Milk’s nephew, Stuart Milk, who is also co-founder and president of 
the Harvey Milk Foundation, was on hand for the celebration. Former 
Navy officer Paula M. Neira, clinical program director for the John 
Hopkins Center for Transgender Health, smashed the ceremonial 
champagne bottle on the bow. 

The ships are being built under a $3.2 billion contract with General 
Dynamics NASSCO that will produce up to 20 ships in the class. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ShipHistory
http://steamship-historical-society.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/SSHSA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7NP4TJNS0bNDFPnzae5Brw/featured


The Cruise Lines International Association said in a 
statement that the decision was a recognition of the 
industry’s hard work to reduce the potential for onboard 
outbreaks of coronavirus. 

“Cruising has successfully resumed in the United States, 
with leading public health measures that have enabled 
our ocean-going cruise line members to effectively 
mitigate the risk of COVID-19 amongst cruise passengers, 
crewmembers and destinations,” the statement read. “We 
look forward to demonstrating the industry’s continued 
leadership in this final phase of the CSO, and to carrying 
out a smooth transition when the order comes to an end.” 

Although the CDC did not release statistics concerning 
how many COVID-19 infections there have been on board 
cruise ships since sailing resumed, it says that the 
measures have proven to prevent mass spread. 

“The procedures put in place to resume passenger 
operations have successfully averted overwhelming 
onboard medical facilities and burdening shoreside 
hospital resources,” the CDC statement said. “While 
cruising will always pose some risk of disease spread, 
CDC remains committed to ensuring that cruising is 
conducted in way that protects crew members, 
passengers, port personnel, and communities.” 

Photo: The 2,124-passenger Carnival Pride officially restarted 
cruises from Tampa over the weekend (Carnival.com). 

----------------------------------------- 

 

WSS heading to Canada for 
next online program 

Our friends at the World Ship Society – Port of New York 
Branch are visiting our neighbors to the north in a live 
virtual talk on Friday, November 19, at 6 p.m. Eastern. 

Former Navy Secretary Ray Mabus decided in 2016 that six of the 
ships would be named after civil and human rights leaders. In addition 
to Milk, they include Sojourner Truth, Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
Robert F. Kennedy, suffragist Lucy Stone and Rep. John Lewis of 
Georgia. 

Photo: Fleet replenishment oiler USNS Harvey Milk (T-AO 206) was christened 
during a ceremony at the General Dynamics NASSCO shipyard in San Diego 
earlier this month (U.S. Navy). 

Coast Guard celebrates 
monumental cleanup operation 

After two years and more than 3 million man hours, the United States 
Coast Guard announced late last month that it had completed the 
largest wreck removal in U.S. history. 

The last piece of the Golden Ray was removed from the Georgia coast 
on Monday, October 25. The 656-foot cargo ship was carrying 4,100 
vehicles when it capsized in St. Simons Sound near Brunswick in 
September 2019, resulting in more than $200 million in damage. 

Workers began breaking down the wreckage in February 2020 and 
removed an estimated 
45,000 short tons of 
material, including 
wreckage and mud. An 
additional 8,000 pounds 
of ship-related debris was 
removed from the water 
and shore, as well as 9,500 
pounds of non-ship 
related trash. 

Although the ship itself 
might be gone, environmental officials in Georgia say that it may take 
months or years for the St. Simon Sound to return to normal. 

According to a report from the National Transportation Safety Board, 
the Golden Ray left the Port of Brunswick after unloading and loading 
vehicles and was on its way to Baltimore. As the vessel made a turn to 
the right, it heeled quickly to its left side, eventually settling at an 
angle of 90 degrees. 

The report said two watertight doors had been left open, which caused 
the vessel to flood after it capsized. Four members of the crew were 
stuck inside the engine compartment for more than 30 hours, though 
there were no life-threatening injuries or deaths. 

Photo: Golfers observe the wreck of the Golden Ray at the PGA's RSM Classic in 
2019 (Golf Digest). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_764wZx1pR3WJAnwqrzFNeA


Before airliners and containers, all freight and passengers 
were carried by ship. While the New York passenger 
service won the attention and glamour, the British liner 
trades spanned the world’s oceans, focused on the 
Commonwealth. In “Liners to the St. Lawrence and the 
Canada Trade,” noted historian and author Clive Harvey 
will discuss these links between the old and new worlds, 
including those between former colonial powers and their 
overseas interests. 

The event is free and open to all SSHSA members and 
friends, but reservations are required. Click here to 
register now. 

When you have registered for a program, you will receive 
an email that includes a link to join the meeting. If you do 
not already have Zoom on your computer, you will be 
prompted to download and install the software. If you do 
not wish to install it, you can also click on the “Join from 
your browser” link. A Zoom account is not necessary to 
attend; however you do have to register with your name 
and a valid email using one or both of the links above. 

If you have any further questions, please contact us at 
401-463-3570 or info@sshsa.org. 

----------------------------------------- 

Companies pitch foldable 
container as logjam solution 

While thousands of businesses and government officials 
are searching for ways to unload container ships quickly 
enough to solve the supply chain woes, there are some 
that say part of the problem comes from the size of the 
containers themselves. 

Several companies have proposed a solution to that 
quandary in the form of foldable containers; sturdy boxes 
can collapse accordion-style to one-fifth their usual size 
when they are empty. With estimates showing that 27 
percent of the 862 million crates that pass through the 
world’s ports this year will be empty, and that the amount 
spent industry-wide shipping empty containers to ports 
for reloading is approximately $20 billion, companies 
like 4Fold and Staxxon hope that their designs can gain 
ground on a container standard that has held for 50 
years. 

Newest sanctuary will aid research on 
Great Lakes shipwrecks 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration took a big step 
this summer toward preserving a huge piece of Great Lakes history by 
designating a 962-square-mile area of Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan as a 
national marine sanctuary. 

Announced in June and officially taking effect in August, the 
Wisconsin Shipwreck 
Coast National Marine 
Sanctuary will protect 36 
historically significant 
shipwrecks and related 
maritime heritage 
resources, 21 of which are 
listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
Sanctuaries like this are 
protected waters that 
include important habitats 
and, in cases like this one, 
archaeological sites. 

“The designation of this sanctuary is a milestone for NOAA, 
Wisconsin, and the nation,” said Nicole LeBoeuf, acting director of 
NOAA’s National Ocean Service. “This new sanctuary opens the door 
to world-class research, educational opportunities, and tourism for 
generations to come.” 

Well-preserved by Lake Michigan’s cold, fresh water, several of the 
known shipwrecks are essentially intact and look much like they did 
when they sank. The area also includes Wisconsin’s two oldest known 
shipwrecks, and archival research suggests there may be dozens more 
yet to be discovered. 

Spanning the early 1800s through the 20th century, the shipwrecks 
represent a cross-section of vessel types that played critical roles in 
transforming the Great Lakes from a maritime frontier into the 
nation’s busiest waterway. The ships carried grain and raw materials 
east as other vessels traveled west loaded with coal, manufactured 
goods, and settlers. 

NOAA and the state of Wisconsin will co-manage the sanctuary. 

The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a 
network of underwater parks encompassing more than 600,000 
square miles of marine and Great Lakes waters from Washington state 
to the Florida Keys, and from Lake Huron to American Samoa. This is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_764wZx1pR3WJAnwqrzFNeA
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While some may question the integrity of a foldable 
container, 4Fold’s 40-foot boxes were certified by the 
Container Safety Convention and International 
Organization for Standardization in 2013, and Staxxon’s 
20-foot container was certified during the pandemic. But 
higher upfront costs and hesitancy to turn to a new 
business model have kept foldable containers from 
becoming mainstream. 

The new designs are being tested in the real world, and 
the ultimate decision will come down to how much time 
and money can be saved. One estimate shows that 
carriers could save up to 57 percent in inland 
transportation costs by relying on foldable containers, 
making them cost-beneficial even after you consider 
higher purchase and annual maintenance costs. 

----------------------------------------- 
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the most recent sanctuary designation since the protection of Mallows 
Bay, Maryland, about 40 miles south of Washington, D.C. in 2019. 

Click here to learn more about the Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast 
National Marine Sanctuary. 

Photo: A diver swims over the two masted schooner, Walter B. Allen. 
(NOAA.gov, courtesy of Tamara Thomsen, Wisconsin Historical Society). 

What's happening in ship history? 

This is a brief listing, so make sure to check locally for what's going 
on in your area. 

November 18 
Dive Into History (21+ event) 
7:00-9:00 PM 
Free 
Foss Waterway Seaport Balfour Dock building 
Tacoma, WA 
www.fosswaterwayseaport.org 

November 19 
Virtual Civil War Lecture: Naval Intelligence in Hampton Roads 
(1861-1862) 
12:00-1:00 PM 
Free; click here to register 
The Mariners’ Museum and Park 
Newport News, VA 
www.marinersmuseum.org 

November 19 
Virtual Lecture: Liners to the St. Lawrence and the Canada Trade 
6:00 PM 
Free; click here to register 
World Ship Society - Port of New York Branch 
New York, NY 
www.worldshipny.com 

December 1 
Doris Miller, Pearl Harbor and the Birth of the Civil Rights Movement 
12:00-1:00 PM 
Free; click here to register 
Bullock Museum Austin, TX 
www.thestoryoftexas.com 

December 4 
Christmas in Cortez 
10:00 AM-2:00 PM 
Free 
Florida Maritime Museum 
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Richard Barwis, 
Advertising Representative 
richard@cornerstone-media.biz 

Cortez, FL 
www.floridamaritimemuseum.org 

December 5 
SSHSA Delaware Valley Chapter Holiday Brunch Buffet 
11:30 AM-2:30 PM 
$35 for adults, $15 for children 
Corinthian Yacht Club of Philadelphia 
Essington, PA 
Call Steve at 215-495-8889 or email slldvcsshsa@gmail.com to 
register by November 23 

December 7 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day: USS Arizona Navy Band Unit No. 22 
12:00-1:00 PM 
Free 
National Museum of the U.S. Navy 
Washington, D.C. 
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn.html 

December 10 
Gallery Talk: Arthur Beaumont – Art of the Sea 
12:00 PM-1:00 PM $18 for adults, $16 for senior citizens, $11 for 
children ages 6 to 12 
Maine Maritime Museum 
Bath, ME 
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org 

December 12 and 19 
Parade of Lights Holiday Dinner 
5:00-8:00 PM 
$70 for adults; $35 for children ages 3-12; children ages 2 and under 
free (dinner not included) with the purchase of an adult ticket 
Maritime Museum of San Diego 
San Diego, CA 
www.sdmaritime.org 

December 14 
Specialty Tour: Aircraft Carrier Propulsion Engineering 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
$40; advanced registration and payment required 
USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space Museum 
Alameda, CA 
www.uss-hornet.org 

December 19 
Community Carol Sing 
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Admission is free, but monetary donations and non-perishable food 
will be collected for the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center 
Mystic Seaport Museum 
Mystic, CT 
www.mysticseaport.org 

mailto:richard@cornerstone-media.biz
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Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Ahoy! is the quarterly electronic newsletter for those 
interested in maritime history. It is produced in February, 
May, August, and November and distributed by Steamship 
Historical Society of America to friends, members and any 
other individuals interested in maritime heritage. 
 
Bryan Lucier, Editor, Ahoy! 
 
SSHSA is a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization funded by donations 
from members and friends. SSHSA is dedicated to sharing the 
maritime heritage of powerful ships, legendary passengers and 
hardworking crews. Gifts to SSHSA are appreciated and may be 
considered tax-deductible.  
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