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SSHSA awarded 
$250,000 challenge grant 

The Steamship Historical Society of America is in line to receive its 
largest grant ever after being selected by the Posner Foundation of 
Pittsburgh for a $250,000 matching gift. Once achieved, the funds will 
be used to support program enhancements at the Ship History Center 
and share more of the organization’s unique maritime collection online. 

For more than a decade, the Posner family, through its foundation, has 
supported SSHSA with 
strategic investments 
designed to advance 
our mission, reach, scope 
and capabilities. New gifts 
and pledges made to the 
campaign through the end of 
2022, or until the challenge 
is fully funded, will qualify 
for the match. 

“We are fortunate to be in 
this position because of the 
Posner Family’s 
thoughtfulness, and genuine generosity,” SSHSA Executive Director 
Matthew Schulte said. “There’s good reason as to why our campaign is 
called Full Ahead!, and we intend to remain on course with our bold 
fundraising efforts.” 

The challenge came with an additional $100,000 grant to support 
other  Full Ahead! enrichments. These funds will bolster SSHSA’s digital 
capabilities and increase capacity of our cloud-based virtual activities 
currently available on www.shiphistory.org. Home of the STEAMing into 
the Future educational program, the website is growing in prominence 
as an online interactive experience aimed at educating students about 
the country’s extensive maritime heritage. 

The Full Ahead! campaign seeks to raise $3.5 million overall to archive 
and interpret a collection that comprises hundreds of thousands of 
images, objects, artifacts, periodicals, artwork, official records and 
memorabilia that help tell an extensive history of powerful ships, their 
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The Spring issue 
of PowerShips has 
landed 

Issue #317 
of PowerShips magazine is on sale 
now, featuring the following 
stories: 

- The Founding of United States 
Lines: A Tale For Its Time, Part 1 
- Elder Dempster to West Africa 
- Coastal Cotton & Comfort 
- Harvard Hits Honda 
- Ludwig's National Bulk Carriers 

Whether you're new to SSHSA or 
your membership has lapsed, it's 
not too late to come on board! Sign 
up or renew today by clicking 
here or calling our headquarters at 
(401) 463-3570. Don't miss out! 

What you're 
missing on social 
media 

If you don’t follow us on social 
media, you may be missing out on 
a lot of exciting things going on at 

passengers and their crews. The Ship History Center is currently open to 
researchers by appointment. 

Photo: SSHSA's Ship History Center at night (Don Leavitt). 

Digital exhibit explores 
SS United States in advertising age 

The SS United States Conservancy recently launched its first digital 
exhibition, “Advertising the United States: Discovering America’s 
Flagship through Prints, Posters, and Advertisements.” Available now to 
the public by clicking here, the 
exhibition features a collection of 
more than two dozen advertisements 
and other promotional products, 
featuring both the iconic ship and 
major American brands, including 
Alcoa, Goodyear, IBM, and Socony-
Mobil. 

Viewed through the lens of the 
nation’s post-World War II economic 
boom and subsequent social 
upheavals of the 1960s, the 
conservancy’s digital exhibition 
offers visitors a look at the intricate, 
exciting and beautiful visualizations 
of the SS United States in print 
advertising at the height of the “Ad 
Age.” The curatorial team also 
explores how the depictions of the historic ocean liner, from her debut in 
1952 to her withdrawal from service in 1969, have shaped our 
understanding, experience and memories of this iconic American 
symbol. 

“The SS United States is famous for its groundbreaking design, speed, 
and style, but she also played a key role as a global ambassador for the 
nation’s ideals – and its expanding economy,” said Susan Gibbs, 
president of the SS United States Conservancy and granddaughter of the 
ship’s famed designer, William Francis Gibbs. “In the post-war era, 
many marquee brands were eager to associate themselves with 
America’s Flagship. Advertisers understood and leveraged the ship’s 
deep, emotional appeal and the connection between the SS United 
States and the ‘American Dream.’” 

Set to run through August 15, “Advertising the United States” will 
include special events and expanded online content. Those wishing to 
support the conservancy’s curatorial work or help save the ship can learn 
more by clicking here. 
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SSHSA. Click the icons and links 
below to check us out 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
and Tumblr to stay up to date on 
all things #shiphistory. 

            

           

----------------------------------------- 

 

Historic lightship 
out of drydock after 
structural repairs 

For the second time since 2012, the 
historic lightship Nantucket LV-112 
was relaunched from the Fitzgerald 
Shipyard in Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, after slightly more 
than seven months of a major and 

Photo:  The SS United States was seen as the embodiment of American ingenuity, 
perseverance and pride, which made it a natural partner to sell everything from 
boot polish to high-end clothing (SS United States Conservancy). 

 

Eight Bells: John Fostik 

We are sad to report that we lost longtime member and contributor John 
Fostik in March after an illness. John was 
an SSHSA member for more than 50 
years, wrote several articles 
for PowerShips magazine, and co-
authored the quarterly Mid-Atlantic 
regional column with Julia Winters for 
the last seven years. 

John was a catastrophic claims director 
with Cigna Worldwide for 30 years before 
becoming president of One Call Medical. 
He most recently worked for ACE 
Insurance in Philadelphia. John's work 
enabled him to pursue his passion for 
travel. To call him a worldwide traveler is 
an understatement. He embarked on 
over 60 cruises alone. During his trips, 
you could often find him in a local antique shop or taking in the local 
culture. His passion for all things infrastructure — trains and ships — led 
him to become a published author. His works include Amtrak Across 
America: An Illustrated History, New York's Liners, and America's 
Postwar Luxury Liners. 

He is survived by his children Christopher (Eileen), Jeffrey, Melissa 
Boody, and Timothy (Rebecca); as well as his grandchildren, Helena and 
Christina Boody. He was the former husband of Diana Fostik. 

The funeral was held at St. Andrew the Apostle Church in Gibbsboro, 
New Jersey. Burial was private. In lieu of gifts, memorial donations may 
be made to the American Cancer Society at www.cancer.org. 

Nonmembers and former SSHSA 
members can get a free issue 

of PowerShips for a limited time 

Our recent free PowerShips offer on social media has gone so well that 
we’re opening it up to all of our friends and former members who have 
yet to see how great our flagship publication has become. We’re so 
confident that you’ll want to come on board after seeing your first issue 
that we’ve made the process as easy as possible There’s no commitment 
necessary — simply click here and fill out the form.** 
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comprehensive $1.4 million 
structural restoration. 

The majority of the funding was 
generously provided by a National 
Park Service Save America’s 
Treasures grant, a Community 
Preservation Act – Boston grant, 
and individual and corporate 
donors. Because of the large 
amount of restoration work 
scheduled, additional specialized 
marine contractors were hired in 
conjunction with the Fitzgerald 
Shipyard workers, and several 
United States Lightship Museum 
volunteers generously donated 
their time. 

The bow section of Nantucket LV-
112 suffered the most stress during 
the historic lightship’s 39 years at 
sea as a commissioned lightship 
and as a World War II armed 
examination vessel from 1942-45. 
It was regularly anchored in 200 
feet of ocean on the remote and 
treacherous Nantucket Shoals 
Lightship Station, taking severe 
beatings from the constant banging 
and tugging of the heavy anchor 
chain, holding the ship in 
mountainous seas caused by 
hurricanes, gale winds and winter 
storms. Moreover, seawater often 
flooded the interior bow section, 
windlass room and forward lower 
hold. For 84 years, these corrosive 
and adverse effects took the worst 
toll on LV-112’s bow section 
structure. 

The most critical and 
comprehensive portion of the 
structural restoration is just about 
done; however, there is still a lot of 
interior restoration needed, which 
involves mostly cleaning, prep and 
painting. A moderate amount of 
structural and mechanical 
restoration work needs to be done. 
Because of unanticipated structural 
steel replacement that added to the 
initial dry-docking restoration plan 

PowerShips has been in continuous publication since 1940, formerly 
under the 
names Steamboat 
Bill and The Steamboat 
Bill of Facts. 
The magazine features 
spectacular imagery of 
ships, engineering 
history, technical 
perspectives and transportation in action. Diverse articles detail the life 
and workings of vessels from all categories – from steamboats and naval 
vessels, to barges and cruise liners. There’s something for everyone in 
each issue. 

If you enjoy your complimentary copy of PowerShips, please consider 
becoming a member of SSHSA. By joining, you are helping to preserve 
our country’s maritime heritage. Thanks to the generosity of our 
members, we purchased the Ship History Center in Warwick, Rhode 
Island, which houses our considerable archive of images, artifacts, 
periodicals, artwork, official records, and memorabilia. With this space, 
visitors now have an opportunity to experience the wealth of items that 
we have acquired over the past 86 years. 

As an additional offer, those who become a member will receive a free 
copy of the most recently produced PowerShips. The spring 
magazine features the first part of an exclusive series on the founding of 
the United States Lines written by Douglas Tilden, who served as vice 
president of the company for 16 years. You do not want to miss it. 

Board today to grab your free issue of PowerShips and steam ahead with 
us into the future! 

**(Offer not valid for those who have received a copy of PowerShips in the last two 
years, either as a member or through another free-issue offer). 

Late Prince Philip championed 
restoration of historic SS Robin 

Following the death of Prince Philip last month, supporters of the oldest 
complete steam coaster in the world remembered The Duke of 
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during the current phase of the 
project, it is estimated that $2.3 
million is needed to complete LV-
112’s restoration and preservation. 

Anyone interested in contributing 
to the project can mail gifts to U.S. 
Lightship Museum, P.O. Box 454, 
Amesbury, MA 01913, or donate 
online through the project’s 
GoFundMe page. 

For much more detail on the 
project and dozens of excellent 
photographs, see the United States 
Lightship Museum’s spring 
newsletter by clicking here. 

Photo: Steel bulkhead plates are lifted 
by a crane to be lowered into 
the Nantucket's bow section for 
installation. Each steel sheet weighed 
more than 500 pounds (United States 
Lightship Museum). 

----------------------------------------- 

Entries sought for 
Navy heritage 
award program 

Naval History and Heritage 
Command (NHHC) is now 
accepting submissions for the 
Annual Navy History and Heritage 
Awards Program. The submission 
deadline is June 1, 2021. 

The Annual Navy History and 
Heritage Awards Program was 
established to recognize public 
nonprofits, including museums and 
individuals, who incorporate the 
history and heritage of the United 
States Navy into their publications, 
documents and artifacts at their 
facilities. Each organization must 
encourage and publicize scholarly, 
well-researched historical stories 
that depict the Navy’s history and 
heritage, and preserve and 

Edinburgh for championing the 
ship’s restoration more than 40 
years ago. 

Prince Philip last visited the SS 
Robin in June 2013 to unveil a 
plaque inaugurating the ship’s 
new home in Royal Victoria 
Dock, Newham, just a mile from 
her original birthplace on the 
River Lea, where she was built at 
the famous Thames Ironworks 
Shipyard in 1890. 

“[His Royal Highness] The Duke 
of Edinburgh was instrumental 
in saving SS Robin in the early 
1970s when she was close to the 
end of her working life. If it had 
not been for [His Royal 
Highness]’s original campaign to 
preserve her from the scrapyard, she would have been lost forever,” 
David Kampfner, CEO & Co-Founder of SS Robin Trust, commented at 
the time. “She’s a true London icon, symbolising the spirit of 
engineering, innovation, technology and true grit.” 

During World War I, the SS Robin carried iron slabs for the French 
government from the foundry at Santiago to Bayonne and Burdeos, 
escorted by two destroyers to protect her from German U-boats. During 
the Spanish Civil War, she was laid up at San Esteban de Pravia from 
1935 to 1939. Thousands of vessels made their way up the Thames 
riverscape in the late-19th and early-20th centuries. 

Today, the SS Robin is one of only three "Core Collection" ships of the 
National Historic Fleet in London, alongside her better-known sister 
ships Cutty Sark and HMS Belfast. She is widely recognized as the only 
complete Victorian steamship in existence and the only one left fitted 
with original steam engine and boiler. 

The 2013 visit by Prince Philip marked the start of the final phase of an 
extensive 5-year, £3 million restoration project. Although plans have 
been interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the SS Robin Trust hopes 
the ship may become the centerpiece of a London-themed maritime 
heritage vessel collection sometime in the future. 

Photo: Prince Philip, second from left, described the SS Robin as the "jet plane of 
its day" while visiting the ship in 2013. He began a campaign in the 1970s to 
advocate for her restoration (BBC.com). 

What's happening in ship history? 

This is a brief listing, so make sure to check locally for what's going on 
in your area. 
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maintain artifacts on loan from the 
Navy. 

Financial resources will not be 
considered as part of the award 
criteria. There are three categories: 

Navy History and Heritage 
Excellence Pennant (History 
“E”): Presented to the 
organization recognized for 
outstanding overall achievement in 
operations, including maintenance, 
curation/conservation, exhibitory, 
and Navy history education from 
organizations offering U.S. Navy-
related programming to the public. 

Maintenance Excellence 
Pennant (Maintenance 
“E”): Presented to the 
organization that has 
demonstrated greatest 
improvement in material condition 
over the past year of a macro 
artifact (e.g., historic ship, aircraft). 

Curatorial Excellence Pennant 
(Curatorial “C”): Presented to 
the organization that has achieved 
excellence in the curation of the 
collections in its care, including 
maintaining and interpreting Navy 
artifacts on loan from NHHC 
central and local collections. 

Click here for more information on 
the program, or to download an 
application. 

Contact Us 

Steamship Historical Society of 
America 
2500 Post Road 
Warwick, RI 02886 
(401) 463-3570 
www.sshsa.org 

Matthew Schulte, Executive 
Director 
mschulte@sshsa.org 

  

May 19 
Virtual Lecture: John Paul Jones, Father of the American Navy 
1:00 to 2:00 PM 
Free – click here to register 
The Mariners’ Museum and Park 
Newport News, VA 
www.marinersmuseum.org 

May 20 
Virtual Lecture: Women at Sea 
7:00 PM 
$10 for members, $15 for nonmembers – click here to register 
Herreshoff Marine Museum 
Bristol, RI 
www.herreshoff.org 

May 20 
31st Annual Plant Sale 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Free 
Mystic Seaport Museum Facilities Management Greenhouse 
Mystic, CT 
www.mysticseaport.org 

May 22 
National Maritime Day 
Celebrate by making a donation to SSHSA's Full Ahead! campaign 
by clicking here 
 
May 23 
Connecticut Waters: Celebrating Our Coastline and Waterways 
A book signing with Caryn B. Davis 
1:00 to 3:00 PM 
Free 
Connecticut River Museum 
Essex, CT 
www.ctrivermuseum.org 

May 31 
Memorial Day Ceremony 
11:00 AM 
Free 
Battleship Cove Maritime Museum 
Fall River, MA 
www.battleshipcove.org 

May 31 
… Known but to God: The selection and burial of America’s WWI 
Unknown Soldier 
1:00 to 2:00 PM 
Included with admission – $18 for adults; $14 for seniors, active and 
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Bryan Lucier, Membership and 
Outreach Specialist 
blucier@sshsa.org 

Astrid Drew, Archivist 
adrew@sshsa.org 

Aimee Bachari, Education Director 
steam@sshsa.org 

Michele Berard 
Senior Philanthropic Adviser 
mberard@sshsa.org 

Alissa Cafferky, Project 
Coordinator 
acafferky@sshsa.org 

Jim Pennypacker, Editor 
PowerShips 
editor@sshsa.org 

Richard Barwis 
Advertising Representative 
richard@cornerstone-media.biz 

retired military, children ages 3-17, and college students; free for 
members and children age 2 and younger 
Independence Seaport Museum 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.phillyseaport.org 

 

 
 
Ahoy! is the quarterly electronic newsletter for those 
interested in maritime history. It is produced in February, 
May, August, and November and distributed by Steamship 
Historical Society of America to friends, members and any 
other individuals interested in maritime heritage. 
 
Bryan Lucier, Editor, Ahoy! 
 
SSHSA is a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization funded by donations from 
members and friends. SSHSA is dedicated to sharing the maritime 
heritage of powerful ships, legendary passengers and hardworking 
crews. Gifts to SSHSA are appreciated and may be considered tax-
deductible. 
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