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Ocean Liner Dinner raises more than 
$50,000 for SSHSA and ship history 

Ocean Liner Dinner IV is 
in the books, and we 
would like to give 
a heartfelt thank you to all 
of the attendees, donors, 
staff, supporters and 
friends who helped make 
this the biggest and most 
profitable dinner 
fundraiser in SSHSA’s 
history. 

Between the more than 50 
guests who showed up to 
the Ship History Center for our opening reception on Friday night and 
the more than 160 who packed the Squantum Association on 
Saturday, SSHSA brought in more than $50,000, with nearly 
$30,000 going to support our education program and our unique 
archive located in Rhode Island. On top of all that, we also received a 
check of $5,000 from the Heritage Harbor Foundation at the dinner 
that will help fund additional upgrades to our STEAMing into the 
Future website at www.shiphistory.org. 

Click here to check out some of the event photos on Flickr and keep an 
eye out on our social media platform for more goodies. We’re working 
to get all of the presentations up on YouTube for all of our friends who 
couldn’t make it and will continue to share as much as we can from 
this special weekend. 

Photo: Russell DeSimone of the Heritage Harbor Foundation presents a check to 
SSHSA Executive Director Matthew Schulte and SSHSA President Don Leavitt at 
the Ocean Liner Dinner on May 4. At left is special guest Bill Miller, who gave a 
riveting presentation on the Italian Line at the event. 

Join us in Baltimore 
for a weekend of steam 
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The spring issue 
of PowerShips has 
landed 

Issue #309 of PowerShips features 
articles on the bicentennial of 
SS Savannah's historic voyage, 
the Empress of Japan, American 
innovation in the shipping industry, 
and part two of Terry Tilton's Wind-
Class Icebreakers. Whether you're new 
to SSHSA or your membership has 
lapsed, it's not too late to come on 
board! Sign up or renew today 
by clicking here or calling our 
headquarters at (401) 463-3570. Don't 
miss out! 

What you're missing 
on social media 

If you don’t follow us on social media, 
you may be missing out on a lot of 
exciting things going on at SSHSA. 
Click the icons and links below to 
check us out 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 

There’s only one week left until the SSHSA Annual Meeting and 
National Maritime 
Day festivities in 
Baltimore. There are 
some great programs 
set up for every ship 
history enthusiast, 
and we hope to see 
many of you there! 

The weekend begins 
with the Annual 
Meeting at 9 a.m. 
onboard the 
NS Savannah. The 
meeting will take 
about an hour and be followed by a roundtable discussion with the 
Maritime Administration about the upcoming decommissioning and 
dismantlement of the ship’s nuclear power plant. At 1 p.m., there will 
be additional discussions about the early days of steam and the 
contributions of Fulton, Fitch and Rumsey; changing interpretations 
on the transition from sail to steam-powered vessels; Frank Braynard 
and the two Savannahs; and an oral history of the 
NS Savannah program. All of these programs are free for SSHSA 
members, but registration is required. Click here to sign up now. 

There is also a buffet-style dinner taking place aboard the liberty 
ship John W. Brown on Saturday night. The cost is $50 (beer and 
wine included), and tickets must be purchased in advance by clicking 
here. 

On Sunday, the Baltimore Port Alliance will hold its annual National 
Maritime Day and Port Expo from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., which includes a 
wreath casting aboard the Savannah, guided tours of 
the Savannah and the John W. Brown, maritime exhibits, food trucks 
and much, much more. Click here for a flier with all of the details! 

Photo: www.maritime.org 

USS Slater celebrates 
diamond anniversary 

The last remaining Allied destroyer escort in existence recently hit a 
momentous milestone when volunteers with the USS Slater paused to 
recognize the ship’s 75th anniversary on May 1. 

One of 563 destroyer escorts constructed between 1943 and 1945, 
the Slater played a key part in protecting convoys of men and 
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and Tumblr to stay up to date on all 
things #shiphistory. 

            

           

----------------------------------------- 

 

Baltimore group 
seeks help in 
restoring historic 
police vessel 

A group working to restore Baltimore’s 
first all-steel police patrol boat is 
seeking help to keep the historic ship 
on the water. The Baltimore & 
Chesapeake Steamboat Company is 
seeking temporary storage on land for 
the Gaither for at least one year while 
funding is sought to replace some of 
her well-used hull plating. The 
company was recently awarded a 
Baltimore National Heritage Area 
Grant to assist in bringing the vessel 
back into public service. 

The Gaither was built in 1940 and 
launched for the City of Baltimore at 

materials 
from the Nazi U-
boats, Japanese 
submarines and 
Kamikaze air 
attacks. 

Destroyer escorts 
were built as a 
result of a critical 
shortage of anti-
submarine vessels 
in the Atlantic at 
the outset of 
World War II. At the request of the British Navy, American designers 
developed a new type of warship, based on the British HUNT class 
destroyer, which combined heavy anti-submarine and anti-aircraft 
weapons with the latest electronic equipment for detecting enemy 
vessels. In addition, destroyer escorts were designed to be 
maneuverable, high speed, long ranged vessels that could be built 
quickly due to their all-welded construction. 

The destroyer escorts were a vital component of the Allied strategy for 
victory in the Atlantic. They escorted the convoys of supply ships that 
carried the forces needed to win the war in Europe. Destroyer escorts 
also served in some of the most dangerous areas of the Pacific 
Theater. They escorted convoys, conducted shore bombardments, and 
served as radar picket ships towards the end of the war. 

The USS Slater served in both the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters during 
and immediately after the war. Following its World War II service, the 
ship was deactivated until 1951, when it was transferred to the 
Hellenic Navy. The Slater, renamed Aetos, remained in Greek service 
until 1991, when it was transferred back to the United States under the 
care of the Destroyer Escort Historical Foundation, which began a 
painstaking restoration of the ship. Today the Slater is one of less 
than a dozen surviving destroyer escorts, and it is the only ship that is 
still in its World War II configuration. 

The USS Slater is open to the public Wednesday through Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April through November. Admission is $9 for adults, 
$8 for senior citizens and $7 for children age 6-14. The ship is moored 
on the Hudson River in Downtown Albany, New York. For more 
information, visit the website at www.ussslater.org. 

Photo: USS Slater Destroyer Escort Historical Museum 

Try your hand at a classic game show 
on Carnival's new ship 
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the former Spedden Shipbuilding 
Company, located at the corner of 
Kenwood and Boston streets. It sports 
a fire pump and monitor, and has a lift 
out section to accommodate the 
training of tomorrow's rescue and 
salvage divers. According to Susan 
Langley, Maryland's underwater 
archaeology expert, Gaither would also 
be well-suited for use by students to 
chart and identify sunken wrecks of 
long ago. 

The group says that retired Baltimore 
City police officers have expressed an 
interest in having the Gaither visit 
pier-side festivals to share lessons-
learned and interact with spectators. If 
you live in the area and want to lend a 
hand, please call 202-568-4150 or 
email steamboatcompany@yahoo.com. 

Photo: https://tugster.wordpress.com 

Former mariners 
sought for interviews 

A historian, author and longtime 
SSHSA member is looking to interview 
retired seafarers who worked on cruise 
ships over the last 50 years. 

Lorraine Coons is 
a PowerShips contributor and 
professor at Chestnut Hill College in 
Philadelphia whose research focuses 
on the men and women who worked 
on the great liners of the 20th century. 
Her previous work includes “Tourist 
Third Cabin: Steamship Travel in the 
Interwar Years,” which was written in 
in conjunction with her husband, 
Alexander Varias. A paperback revised 
edition was published two years ago. 

Anyone with onboard experience who 
is interested in being interviewed for 
this project should email Coons 
at lcoons@chc.edu. 

Ever wonder what it would be like to try your hand at the Family Feud 
game show? Well the survey says you can get your chance aboard 
Carnival’s newest ship, Mardi Gras, when it enters service in 2020. 

An exclusive partnership with Fremantle, Family Feud Live will 
feature the same format and signature set as the television show. Two 
five-person teams will battle it 
out in rounds including Face 
Off and Fast Money by naming 
the most popular answers to 
survey questions for a chance 
to win a host of prizes in a 
high-energy gameplay. 

“Carnival Cruise Line is all 
about fun, family and friends just like Family Feud,” said Christine 
Duffy, president of Carnival Cruise Line. “As we continue to 
build Mardi Gras’ diverse entertainment lineup, we are excited about 
offering this iconic game show onboard and involving our guests in a 
great new way to choose fun.” 

The onboard version of Family Feud Live on Mardi Gras will be 
hosted by the ship’s cruise director. Several variations of the show will 
be played and designed to be both family-friendly and adult-oriented. 
Family Feud Live will be just one of the many all-ages entertainment 
offerings presented in Mardi Gras’ Grand Central zone and other new 
venues. 

In addition to Family Feud Live, the ship boasts the first roller coaster 
at sea, as well as Emeril’s Bistro 1396, the first seagoing restaurant by 
famed New Orleans chef Emeril Lagasse. The restaurant will be 
housed in the ship’s French Quarter, one of six themed zones on 
board. Mardi Gras will also be the first cruise ship in North America 
to be powered by Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), part of Carnival 
Corporation’s “green cruising” platform. 

Currently under construction at the Meyer Turku shipyard in Turku, 
Finland, Mardi Gras is slated to enter service in Europe Aug. 31, 
2020, before repositioning to New York for a series of voyages then 
shift to Port Canaveral for year-round seven-day Caribbean cruises 
beginning in Oct. 2020. 

Photo: Carnival Cruise Line 

What's happening in ship history? 

This is a brief listing, so make sure to check locally for what's going 
on in your area. 

May 17 
Exploring the Deep: Investigations of three new Great Lakes 
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BC Ferries completes 
latest LNG 
conversion 

BC Ferries’ second Spirit-class vessel 
has returned to service after 
completing its mid-life upgrade and 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) conversion 
in Poland this spring. 

The Spirit of Vancouver Island is now 
capable of operating on LNG and will, 
together with sister vessel Spirit of 
British Columbia, reduce BC Ferries’ 
carbon dioxide emissions by 12,500 
tonnes per year, according to company 
estimates. 

“Operating these vessels on natural gas 
is both environmentally sound and 
good for affordable travel,” said Mark 
Collins, President and CEO of BC 
Ferries. “We expect to reduce fuel costs 
by millions of dollars by running these 
vessels on LNG.” 

The Spirit of Vancouver 
Island completed the refit at Poland’s 
Remontowa Shiprepair Yard. It sailed 
from Gdansk on February 28, 2019, 
after spending three months at the 
yard as part of its upgrade. The 1993-
built ferry services the Vancouver 
(Tsawwassen) – Victoria (Swartz Bay) 
route. 

BC Ferries said the Spirit of British 
Columbia was the first passenger 
vessel in the world to fuel LNG on a 
totally-enclosed deck. The company 
now has five ships that operate on 

shipwrecks with ROVs 
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Free 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum 
Detroit, MI 
www.detroithistorical.org 

May 18 
SSHSA Annual Meeting 
9:00 AM 
Aboard the NS Savannah 
Baltimore, MD 
www.sshsa.org 

May 18 
Great Steam Extravaganza 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Free, but registration is required at link below 
Aboard the NS Savannah 
Baltimore, MD 
Click here to register 

May 19 
National Maritime Day & Port Expo Celebration 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Free 
Aboard the NS Savannah 
Baltimore, MD 
www.marad.dot.gov 

May 22 
National Maritime Day 

May 25-27 
Festival of the Sea 
10:00 AM to 9:00 PM 
$18 for adults; $13 for students age 13-17, military members and 
senior citizens 62 and older; $8 for children age 3-12; free for children 
age 2 and younger 
San Diego Maritime Museum 
San Diego, CA 
www.sdmaritime.org 

May 31 
Rum Runner Night at the Museum fundraiser 
6:00 PM 
$100 per person 
Puget Sound Maritime 
Seattle, WA 
https://www.pugetmaritime.org/rumrunnernight/ 

June 6 
2nd Annual Coastal Community Celebration 
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cleaner natural gas, two Spirit-class 
and three Salish-class ferries. 

The company plans to introduce 
hybrid-electric ferries to serve inter-
island routes next year. 

Photo: Remontowa Shiprepair Yard/BC 
Ferries 

Contact Us 

Steamship Historical Society of 
America 
2500 Post Road 
Warwick, RI 02886 
(401) 463-3570 
www.sshsa.org 

Matthew Schulte, Executive Director 
mschulte@sshsa.org 

Bryan Lucier, Membership and 
Outreach Specialist 
blucier@sshsa.org 

Astrid Drew, Archivist 
adrew@sshsa.org 

Alissa Cafferky, Project Coordinator 
acafferky@sshsa.org 

Aimee Bachari, Education Coordinator 
steam@sshsa.org 

Jim Pennypacker, Editor 
PowerShips 
editor@sshsa.org 

Richard Barwis 
Advertising 
Representative richard@cornerstone-
media.biz 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Free 
Florida Maritime Museum 
Cortez, FL 
www.floridamaritimemuseum.org 

June 8 
D-Day: 75 Years Later 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
$1 includes admission to the museum 
The Mariners’ Museum and Park 
Newport News, VA 
www.marinersmuseum.org 

June 27 
Preserving Maritime Artifacts: The Art and Science of Archaeological 
Conservation 
6:00 to 7:00 PM 
$7 for members, $10 for nonmembers 
Maine Maritime Museum 
Bath, ME 
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org 

June 28-30 
WoodenBoat Show 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Three-day passes are $50 for adults, $45 for senior citizens, $40 for 
children age 13-17, and $30 for children age 4-2 
Mystic Seaport Museum 
Mystic, CT 
www.mysticseaport.org 

 

 
 
Ahoy! is the quarterly electronic newsletter for those interested in 
maritime history. It is produced in February, May, August, and 
November and distributed by Steamship Historical Society of America 
to friends, members and any other individuals interested in maritime 
heritage. 
Bryan Lucier, Editor, Ahoy! 
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