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Crystal Cruises Eyes 
SS United 

States Rehab Project 

There was big news on the SS United States front this month, as the 
SS United States Conservancy announced that it has entered into an 
option agreement with Crystal Cruises that could bring the historic 
ship back into service. 

Under the agreement, the cruise line will cover all the costs associated 
with preserving the ship while it undertakes a technical feasiblity 
study to determine what it will take to get the SS United States back 
out on the water. The ship will have to be extensively rebuilt to meet 
modern maritime regulations, however Crystal Cruises is planning to 
maintain several original features such as the Promenade and Navajo 
Lounge. New engines and sophisticated marine technology will be 
installed to maintain her title as the fastest cruise vessel in the world. 

The new SS United States will have an 800-guest capacity, featuring 
400 suites, dining, entertainment, spa and other other luxury 
amenities that were part of the ship's storied history. Future 
itineraries include transatlantic voyages from New York, as well as 
international voyages around the globe. 

The feasibility study is expected to be completed by the end of the 
year. In the interim, the SS United States Conservancy will continue 
to expand it's curitorial and archival collections with the intent of 
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Like SSHSA on Facebook to read 
about current and historical maritime 
events and updates on SSHSA's new 
headquarters. 

 

 
 

Follow SSHSA on Twitter and receive 
tweets on historical and current 
maritime events. 

 

 
 

Add SSHSA as a friend on Instagram 
to view pictures of new finds in the 
archives and images of SSHSA staff 
and volunteers at events and 
conferences. 

 

 
 

Follow SSHSA on Tumblr to view 
maritime-related posts, ship images, 
and latest archive finds. 

 

 
 

Favorite SSHSA on Flickr to view 
images of conferences, events, and 

creating ship displays and other educational programs. Planning is 
also underway for a land-based museum featuring a wide range of 
original artifacts and historical components from the vessel. 

(Above image: SS United States, Associated Press) 

SS Columbia Project Steams On In 
Wall Street 

Journal 

The SS United 
States isn't the only 
restoration project 
getting press recently. 
The Wall Street Journal 
featured the 
SS Columbia Project in 
February, highlighting 
the efforts taking place 
to save the 114-year-old ship responsible for ferrying thousands 
between Detroit and the amusement park on Canada's Boblo Island. 
Along with her sister ship, the Ste. Claire, the Columbia ran for more 
than 80 years, retiring on Labor Day weekend in 1991. 

Experts estimate that it will take $15 million to $18 million to get the 
boat back on the water, of which only about $4 million has been 
raised. Once restored, supporters say the Columbia could be used as 
an event venue or as an educational destination for schoolchildren. It 
could also be restored to operate daytime cruises from New York City 
to sites along the Hudson River. Whatever the use, backers say it is 
important to preserve the vessel. The oldest remaining excursion 
steamship in the United States, it was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1979 and designated as an historic landmark in 
1992. 
 
Click here for the full story from the Wall Street Journal (subscription 
required), which also features an interview with Steamship Historical 
Society Executive Director Matthew Schulte. 
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Harmony of the Seas to Become 
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meetings, and scans of images from 
SSHSA's photo archives. 

The Winter 
2016 PowerShips has 
landed 

The latest issue 
of PowerShips features a guide on the 
hot items to collect in 2016, Part 2 of 
William Baxter's in-depth look at the 
Vessels of the Virginia Ferry 
Corportation, a Steamboat Bill Classic 
on the brief life of the Britannic, and a 
tribute to Captain William Frappier, 
Jr., a longtime SSHSA member, 
columnist, and author. It's not too late 
to come on board if your membership 
has lapsed or if you would like to join 
SSHSA. Join or renew today 
by clicking here or calling our 
headquarters at (401) 463-3570. Don't 
miss out! 

Contact Us 

Steamship Historical Society of 
America 
2500 Post Road 
Warwick, RI 02886 
(401) 463-3570 
www.sshsa.org 

Matthew Schulte, Executive Director 
mschulte@sshsa.org 

Bryan Lucier, Membership and 
Outreach Specialist 
blucier@sshsa.org 

Karen Sylvia, Office Administrator 
ksylvia@sshsa.org 

Astrid Drew, Research & Media 
Coordinator 
adrew@sshsa.org 

Alissa Cafferky, Project Coordinator 
acafferky@sshsa.org 

Royal Carribean gave 
the world a sneak peak 
this week at what is 
destined to become the 
world's largest cruise 
ship, the Harmony of 
the Seas. Under 
construction at the 
STX Shipyard in St. 
Nazaire, France, the 
cruise company gave 
USA Today a behind-
the-scenes tour on the 
227,000-ton ship that will pass her record-holding sisters, the Oasis 
of the Seas and the Allure of the Seas, by 1,700 tons and nearly 100 
passengers. 
 
While there is still much work to be done, the vessel is expected to 
debut in May. Some of the proposed amenities include a Bionic Bar 
where robots serve the drinks, an ice rink, a 10-story water slide, and 
Virtual Balconies for inside cabins that don't have windows. 
 
Click here to read the full story, which includes dozens of pictures of 
the work in progress. 

(Photo: Harmony of the Seas, Royal Carribbean) 

History Channel Program Continues 
Search For Billions 
on RMS Republic 

The legend of the lost treasure 
aboard the RMS Republic is alive 
again thanks to a new eight-part 
series on the History Channel that 
premiered earlier this month. 
"Billion Dollar Wreck" follows 
famed treasure hunter Martin 
Bayerle and his son Grant as they seek a bounty that reportedly 
includes 150,000 American Eagle gold coins. 
 
One of the largest and most luxurious ocean liners of its time, 
the Republic sank shortly after leaving New York Harbor on January 
24, 1909. Bayerle is credited with discovering the wreck off the coast 
of Nantucket in 1981 (not far from where the Andrea Doria also lies), 
but a recovery effort in 1987 came up empty. Armed with more 
research, Bayerle said he is now convinced that he knows the exact 
location of the treasure. 
 
SSHSA worked with the production company, Original Productions, 
to provide high-quality digital copies of plans for similar transatlantic 
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vessels, such as the Mauretania. The show airs Mondays at 10 
p.m.; click here to stream past episodes. 

 
(Photo: RMS Republic, wikipedia.org) 

Join SSHSA 
for a Special 
Fundraiser 

Save the date for 
SSHSA's first Ocean 
Liner Dinner 
fundraiser on 
Saturday, May 14! 
Coinciding with the 
80th anniversary of 
the Queen Mary, the event will feature a menu inspired by the historic 
ship's cuisine, special guests and a silent auction. Tickets are just $150 
each or $250 per couple - don't miss out! Call 401-463-3570 or 
email info@sshsa.org for more information. 
 
All proceeds will help us as we continue to develop our new home, the 
Ship History Center, and work to expand our presence by offering 
special events for the public and members, increasing our online 
offerings by adding to our virtual museum, and further developing 
our educational programs with an eye toward engaging groups of 
school children around the country. For more information, 
visit www.sshsa.org. 

Government Agency Jumps the Gun 
on Historic 
Designation 

for 
SS Badger 

It appears that an 
errant social media 
post lead to some 
premature accolades for the SS Badger, the largest car ferry ever to 
sail Lake Michigan and the only coal-fired steamship still in operation 
in the United States. An entry on the National Park Service's verified 
Facebook page announced that the Badger had been designated a 
National Historic Landmark. The problem is that officials quickly 
retracted the post, saying that the paperwork wasn't complete and 
that the Badger's application had not received final approval. 
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SSHSA's 2002 Ship of the Year, the Badger was built in 1952 and 
designed specifically to handle the rough conditions that it would 
likely encounter during year-round sailing on Lake Michigan. Its 
passenger accommodations made it one of the most popular car 
ferries sailing the great lakes until it was taken out of service in 1990. 
The vessel was later revived to carry leisure passengers and their 
vehicles, and steams from Manitowoc, Wisconsin, to Ludington, 
Michigan from May through October. 

There's no word yet on a timetable on when there might be a ruling 
from the Department of the Interior. The same body placed the ship 
on another historical list, the National Register of Historic Places, in 
2009. 

(Photo: SS Badger, Lake Michigan Carferry) 

What's Happening in Ship History? 

This is a brief listing, so make sure to check locally for what's going 
on in your area. 
 
February 27-April 2 
Open hours at SSHSA 
10:00AM-1:00 PM 
Saturdays (February 27, March 19, March 26, April 2) 
Free for members, $8 suggested donation for non-members 
SSHSA Ship History Center 
Warwick, RI 
http://www.sshsa.org 
 
February 21 
The History of the Sandy Hooks Pilots Association 
3:00PM-5:00PM 
Free for members, $10 for non-members 
National Lighthouse Museum 
Staten Island, NY 
www.lighthousemuseum.org 
 
February 27 
Charles Point Council Seminar: Einstein's Love of Sailing 
Registration and Breakfast at 10:30AM, Presentation at 11:00AM 
A $5-$10 donation is appreciated 
Henrik Hudson Free Library 
Montrose, NY 
www.seahistory.org 
 
March 1 
Full Steam Ahead - A fundraising event for the Sabino 
4:00 PM 
The Engine Room restaurant 
Mystic, CT 
A portion of each meal check will benefit the steamboat's new boiler. 
www.mysticseaport.org 
 
March 13, April 10, May 8 
Steam-Powered Donkey Engine Demonstration 
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11:00AM-4:00PM 
Free 
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
San Francisco, CA 
www.nps.gov/safr 
 
April 2 
Lecture: Florida's Fleet 
3:00PM 
Free 
Florida Maritime Museum 
Cortez, FL 
www.floridamaritimemuseum.org 
 
April 9 
"Report Me All Well:" Communications At Sea And Across The Sea 
8:00AM-5:00PM 
$60 members, $70 nonmembers, $35 students 
Maine Maritime Museum 
Bath, ME 
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org 
 
April 13 
Floating Palaces of the Great Lakes: A History of Passenger Steamships on the 
Inland Seas 
7:00PM-8:30PM 
$8 adults, $7 senior citizens and children 
National Museum of the Great Lakes 
Toledo, OH 
www.inlandseas.org 
 

 
 
Ahoy! is the quarterly electronic newsletter for those interested in 
maritime history. It is produced in February, May, August, and 
November and distributed by Steamship Historical Society of America 
to friends, members and any other individuals interested in maritime 
heritage. 
Bryan Lucier, Editor, Ahoy! 
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Crystal Cruises Eyes 
SS United 

States Rehab Project 

There was big news on the SS United States front this month, as the 
SS United States Conservancy announced that it has entered into an 
option agreement with Crystal Cruises that could bring the historic 
ship back into service. 

Under the agreement, the cruise line will cover all the costs associated 
with preserving the ship while it undertakes a technical feasiblity 
study to determine what it will take to get the SS United States back 
out on the water. The ship will have to be extensively rebuilt to meet 
modern maritime regulations, however Crystal Cruises is planning to 
maintain several original features such as the Promenade and Navajo 
Lounge. New engines and sophisticated marine technology will be 
installed to maintain her title as the fastest cruise vessel in the world. 

The new SS United States will have an 800-guest capacity, featuring 
400 suites, dining, entertainment, spa and other other luxury 
amenities that were part of the ship's storied history. Future 
itineraries include transatlantic voyages from New York, as well as 
international voyages around the globe. 

The feasibility study is expected to be completed by the end of the 
year. In the interim, the SS United States Conservancy will continue 
to expand it's curitorial and archival collections with the intent of 
creating ship displays and other educational programs. Planning is 
also underway for a land-based museum featuring a wide range of 
original artifacts and historical components from the vessel. 

(Above image: SS United States, Associated Press) 
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Follow SSHSA on Twitter and receive 
tweets on historical and current 
maritime events. 

 

 
 

Add SSHSA as a friend on Instagram 
to view pictures of new finds in the 
archives and images of SSHSA staff 
and volunteers at events and 
conferences. 

 

 
 

Follow SSHSA on Tumblr to view 
maritime-related posts, ship images, 
and latest archive finds. 

 

 
 

Favorite SSHSA on Flickr to view 
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meetings, and scans of images from 
SSHSA's photo archives. 

SS Columbia Project Steams On In 
Wall Street 

Journal 

The SS United 
States isn't the only 
restoration project 
getting press recently. 
The Wall Street Journal 
featured the 
SS Columbia Project in 
February, highlighting 
the efforts taking place 
to save the 114-year-old ship responsible for ferrying thousands 
between Detroit and the amusement park on Canada's Boblo Island. 
Along with her sister ship, the Ste. Claire, the Columbia ran for more 
than 80 years, retiring on Labor Day weekend in 1991. 

Experts estimate that it will take $15 million to $18 million to get the 
boat back on the water, of which only about $4 million has been 
raised. Once restored, supporters say the Columbia could be used as 
an event venue or as an educational destination for schoolchildren. It 
could also be restored to operate daytime cruises from New York City 
to sites along the Hudson River. Whatever the use, backers say it is 
important to preserve the vessel. The oldest remaining excursion 
steamship in the United States, it was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1979 and designated as an historic landmark in 
1992. 
 
Click here for the full story from the Wall Street Journal (subscription 
required), which also features an interview with Steamship Historical 
Society Executive Director Matthew Schulte. 

(Photo: SS Columbia, SS Columbia Project) 

Harmony of the Seas to Become 
World's Largest Cruise Ship 
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The Winter 
2016 PowerShips has 
landed 

The latest issue 
of PowerShips features a guide on the 
hot items to collect in 2016, Part 2 of 
William Baxter's in-depth look at the 
Vessels of the Virginia Ferry 
Corportation, a Steamboat Bill Classic 
on the brief life of the Britannic, and a 
tribute to Captain William Frappier, 
Jr., a longtime SSHSA member, 
columnist, and author. It's not too late 
to come on board if your membership 
has lapsed or if you would like to join 
SSHSA. Join or renew today 
by clicking here or calling our 
headquarters at (401) 463-3570. Don't 
miss out! 

Contact Us 

Steamship Historical Society of 
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Royal Carribean gave 
the world a sneak peak 
this week at what is 
destined to become the 
world's largest cruise 
ship, the Harmony of 
the Seas. Under 
construction at the 
STX Shipyard in St. 
Nazaire, France, the 
cruise company gave 
USA Today a behind-
the-scenes tour on the 
227,000-ton ship that will pass her record-holding sisters, the Oasis 
of the Seas and the Allure of the Seas, by 1,700 tons and nearly 100 
passengers. 
 
While there is still much work to be done, the vessel is expected to 
debut in May. Some of the proposed amenities include a Bionic Bar 
where robots serve the drinks, an ice rink, a 10-story water slide, and 
Virtual Balconies for inside cabins that don't have windows. 
 
Click here to read the full story, which includes dozens of pictures of 
the work in progress. 

(Photo: Harmony of the Seas, Royal Carribbean) 

History Channel Program Continues 
Search For Billions 
on RMS Republic 

The legend of the lost treasure 
aboard the RMS Republic is alive 
again thanks to a new eight-part 
series on the History Channel that 
premiered earlier this month. 
"Billion Dollar Wreck" follows 
famed treasure hunter Martin 
Bayerle and his son Grant as they seek a bounty that reportedly 
includes 150,000 American Eagle gold coins. 
 
One of the largest and most luxurious ocean liners of its time, 
the Republic sank shortly after leaving New York Harbor on January 
24, 1909. Bayerle is credited with discovering the wreck off the coast 
of Nantucket in 1981 (not far from where the Andrea Doria also lies), 
but a recovery effort in 1987 came up empty. Armed with more 
research, Bayerle said he is now convinced that he knows the exact 
location of the treasure. 
 
SSHSA worked with the production company, Original Productions, 
to provide high-quality digital copies of plans for similar transatlantic 
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vessels, such as the Mauretania. The show airs Mondays at 10 
p.m.; click here to stream past episodes. 

 
(Photo: RMS Republic, wikipedia.org) 

Join SSHSA 
for a Special 
Fundraiser 

Save the date for 
SSHSA's first Ocean 
Liner Dinner 
fundraiser on 
Saturday, May 14! 
Coinciding with the 
80th anniversary of 
the Queen Mary, the event will feature a menu inspired by the 
historic ship's cuisine, special guests and a silent auction. Tickets are 
just $150 each or $250 per couple - don't miss out! Call 401-463-3570 
or email info@sshsa.org for more information. 
 
All proceeds will help us as we continue to develop our new home, the 
Ship History Center, and work to expand our presence by offering 
special events for the public and members, increasing our online 
offerings by adding to our virtual museum, and further developing 
our educational programs with an eye toward engaging groups of 
school children around the country. For more information, 
visit www.sshsa.org. 

Government Agency Jumps the Gun 
on Historic 
Designation 

for 
SS Badger 

It appears that an 
errant social media 
post lead to some 
premature accolades for the SS Badger, the largest car ferry ever to 
sail Lake Michigan and the only coal-fired steamship still in operation 
in the United States. An entry on the National Park Service's verified 
Facebook page announced that the Badger had been designated a 
National Historic Landmark. The problem is that officials quickly 
retracted the post, saying that the paperwork wasn't complete and 
that the Badger's application had not received final approval. 
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SSHSA's 2002 Ship of the Year, the Badger was built in 1952 and 
designed specifically to handle the rough conditions that it would 
likely encounter during year-round sailing on Lake Michigan. Its 
passenger accommodations made it one of the most popular car 
ferries sailing the great lakes until it was taken out of service in 1990. 
The vessel was later revived to carry leisure passengers and their 
vehicles, and steams from Manitowoc, Wisconsin, to Ludington, 
Michigan from May through October. 

There's no word yet on a timetable on when there might be a ruling 
from the Department of the Interior. The same body placed the ship 
on another historical list, the National Register of Historic Places, in 
2009. 

(Photo: SS Badger, Lake Michigan Carferry) 

What's Happening in Ship History? 

This is a brief listing, so make sure to check locally for what's going 
on in your area. 
 
February 27-April 2 
Open hours at SSHSA 
10:00AM-1:00 PM 
Saturdays (February 27, March 19, March 26, April 2) 
Free for members, $8 suggested donation for non-members 
SSHSA Ship History Center 
Warwick, RI 
http://www.sshsa.org 
 
February 21 
The History of the Sandy Hooks Pilots Association 
3:00PM-5:00PM 
Free for members, $10 for non-members 
National Lighthouse Museum 
Staten Island, NY 
www.lighthousemuseum.org 
 
February 27 
Charles Point Council Seminar: Einstein's Love of Sailing 
Registration and Breakfast at 10:30AM, Presentation at 11:00AM 
A $5-$10 donation is appreciated 
Henrik Hudson Free Library 
Montrose, NY 
www.seahistory.org 
 
March 1 
Full Steam Ahead - A fundraising event for the Sabino 
4:00 PM 
The Engine Room restaurant 
Mystic, CT 
A portion of each meal check will benefit the steamboat's new boiler. 
www.mysticseaport.org 
 
March 13, April 10, May 8 
Steam-Powered Donkey Engine Demonstration 

http://www.sshsa.org/
http://www.lighthousemuseum.org/
http://www.seahistory.org/
http://www.mysticseaport.org/


11:00AM-4:00PM 
Free 
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
San Francisco, CA 
www.nps.gov/safr 
 
April 2 
Lecture: Florida's Fleet 
3:00PM 
Free 
Florida Maritime Museum 
Cortez, FL 
www.floridamaritimemuseum.org 
 
April 9 
"Report Me All Well:" Communications At Sea And Across The Sea 
8:00AM-5:00PM 
$60 members, $70 nonmembers, $35 students 
Maine Maritime Museum 
Bath, ME 
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org 
 
April 13 
Floating Palaces of the Great Lakes: A History of Passenger Steamships on the 
Inland Seas 
7:00PM-8:30PM 
$8 adults, $7 senior citizens and children 
National Museum of the Great Lakes 
Toledo, OH 
www.inlandseas.org 
 

 
 
Ahoy! is the quarterly electronic newsletter for those interested in 
maritime history. It is produced in February, May, August, and 
November and distributed by Steamship Historical Society of America 
to friends, members and any other individuals interested in maritime 
heritage. 
Bryan Lucier, Editor, Ahoy! 
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